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	Name of Project:


	Interest Group Project

	Duration: 


	

	Subject/Course:
	American Government
	 Teacher(s):A.Guerra / N.Riek
	Grade Level:
	11th Grade

	Other Subject Areas to Be Included, if any:
	


	

	Project Idea

Summary of the issue, challenge, investigation, scenario, or problem:
	Students will be asked to create their own interest group in a particular policy area.  The challenge will be for the students to create an interest group for other students to join and for politicians to work alongside.  Students will focus on specific policy area and promote their issue to other students and communicate with real life politicians.


	Driving Question
	 How do interest groups influence political decisions?

	CCSS to be taught and assessed:
	Michigan Social Studies Standards
1.1.4, 1.1.1, 2.2, 2.2.1, 2.2.3, 3.3.5, 3.5.1, 3.5.2, 3.5.5, 3.5.6, 3.5.8, 3.5.9, 5.1.1, 5.4.1, 5.4.2, 5.5.2, 5.5.3, 6.1.2, 6.2.2, 6.2.3, 6.2.9

	Additional Standards to be taught and assessed:
	

	

	21st Century Competencies to be taught and assessed:
	Collaboration
	X
	Creativity & Innovation 
	X

	
	Communication (Oral Presentation)
	X
	Technology
	X

	
	Critical Thinking
	X
	
	

	

	Major Products & Performances
	Group:


	Students will be asked to create a special interest group.  Students will have group and individual responsibilities within the project.  Students will present to classmates and contact real-life legislators.  Expectations include Interest Group Beliefs,  Policy Portfolio, Presentation, Communication, and Reflection.
	Presentation Audience

 Presentation Audience:

 

    Class

  School 


	
	
	
	X
	Class

	
	
	
	
	School

	
	
	
	
	Community

	
	Individual:
	Students will choose one of the 3 following roles
-Group Presenter, Research Analyst, Communications Director
	X
	Experts

	
	
	
	X
	Web

	
	
	
	
	Other:
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	Entry Event to

launch inquiry

and engage students:
	 TCI Activity with 6 Political Candidates and 12 interest groups (1-2 days).


	Assessments
	Formative Assessments

(During Project)
	Quizzes/Tests
	
	Practice Presentations
	

	
	
	Journal/Learning Log (Exit Ticket on daily performance)
	X
	Notes
	

	
	
	Preliminary Plans/Outlines/Prototypes
	X
	Checklists (Due dates)
	X


	
	
	Rough Drafts
	
	Concept Maps
	

	
	
	Online Tests/Exams
	
	Other:
	

	
	Summative Assessments

(End of Project)
	Written Product(s), with rubric: 

Portfolio
	X
	Other Product(s) or Performance(s), with
rubric: Responses from Legislators
	X

	
	
	Oral Presentation, with rubric
	X
	Peer Evaluation (Group and Class)

	X

	
	
	Multiple Choice/Short Answer Test 
	
	Self-Evaluation


	X

	
	
	Essay Test


	
	Other:


	

	

	Resources Needed
	On-site people, facilities:
	Teacher, Group Members, Classroom, Library

	
	Equipment:
	Chrome books, Text books, Projector, Printer, Paper, Posters, Art Materials

	
	Materials:
	TCI Launching Activity, Project Overview/Calendar, Rubric

	
	Community resources:
	Interest Groups and Politicians

	

	Reflection Methods
	(Individual, Group, and/or Whole Class)


	Journal/Learning Log


	X
	Focus Group


	

	
	
	Whole-Class Discussion


	
	Fishbowl Discussion


	

	
	
	Survey


	
	Project Reflection

	X
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