6TH GRADE – ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Exploratory Block (includes a rotation of all of the exploratory classes listed below):

· Art 

Students will be introduced to the elements of design: form, value, texture, color, shape, space and line. Basic art materials are used and care of those materials is stressed. Students will gain knowledge and experience of materials and techniques involved in a variety of projects that include painting (tempera and /or watercolor), drawing (3-D and perspective), and influential artists. Through this foundation, students will develop skills that allow for enriched self-expression.

· World Language
Students will be exposed to basic vocabulary and culture through classroom drill, music, games and listening activities. Speaking and listening skills will be stressed. Due to the exploratory nature of this class, the world language class assigned to each student is selected randomly.  
· Life Skills (Home Ec.) 

This course is an overview of the Family & Consumer Sciences with emphasis on introducing nutrition, cooking, and sewing.  At the conclusion of the course, the student will complete a basic sewing project.

· Keyboarding 
This course is a beginning class for learning the basic operation of keys on a computer, techniques of control, and basic forms of typewritten communications. Students will be continually building on speed and accuracy.

· Study Skills 

Students will do activities and exercises that will show them how to evaluate current study habits, how to become organized, how to budget time, how to establish goals and priorities, how to improve current study habits, how to read comprehensively, how to take notes and how to get better results on tests.
BAND and PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

All sixth grade band classes alternate with physical education/health. Sixth grade band is for ALL students interested in band. No previous experience on a band instrument is necessary.  Students will receive instruction in reading music and playing any one of the following instruments: flute, clarinet, saxophone, cornet, trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone or percussion. Percussion students are started on bells NOT drums.  Information will be provided as to which instrument would be appropriate to purchase or rent for the class.  Please check the Grand Blanc East Middle Schools instrumental music web page for additional information about band.

CHOIR and PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Sixth grade choir, which alternates with physical education/health, is a beginning performance class.  Students participate in the learning of a variety of styles of music, proper performance techniques and etiquette, both as a performer and an audience member.  Students will also learn proper vocal production and the various elements of music as they pertain to specific pieces. Sixth grade choir performs in at least two concerts—late fall or winter and spring.  Performances are graded activities as they are an extension of the class.  Therefore, students are expected to participate in these performances or will have a make-up assignment to do.  A uniform (black pants and plain white top or designated performance shirt) is worn by all students for performances.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Alternates every other day with band/choir)

Students in the course will engage in introductory activities that build knowledge and skills in health, safety, cardiovascular, muscular, and strength development and endurance through a variety of movement activities to include (but not limited to); aerobics, individual and duel activities (i.e. golf, tennis) team sports (i.e. basketball, football, volleyball, soccer), and physical fitness (i.e. resistance bands, stability balls, step aerobics).  A variety of teaching strategies are used throughout the lessons to include all ability levels and give students the skills they need to choose health enhancing life-long physical activity. 

FULL YEAR OF SPANISH (SPANISH IA)

This course includes an introduction to the Spanish language through the exploration of conversation, culture, connections, comparisons and communities within the Spanish-speaking world. Upon completion of the course, students will be able to give a description of important aspects of their lives, including school, friends, pastimes, etc. Students will be continually challenged to use their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in Spanish. This class will count for ½ high school credit. Successful completion of this class is required for those planning to continue with Spanish IB the following year.  Taking Spanish IB consecutively is highly recommended.

7 TH GRADE – ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ART/LIFE SKILLS/TECHNOLOGY CAREER EDUCATION (12 weeks each) 

Art - Students will develop knowledge and appreciation of art processes and skills using a variety of materials, tools, and techniques.  Emphasis is on the understanding of the elements and principles of design, as well as the influence of artists and art history.  Drawing, painting, sculpture, and design are some of the main components of this exciting program. 

Life Skills (Home Ec.) - This course is an overview of the Family & Consumer Sciences with emphases on personal development, improving self-concept, building communication skills, and understanding family and friends.   Periodically students prepare a favorite food and upon completion of the course, will have made a simple garment.
7th Grade Technology Education – Students will explore several different engineering fields, and will learn all about the design process.  The students will spend most of the year doing activities focused on the medical field.  The Medical Detectives (MD) Unit explores the biomedical sciences through hands-on projects and labs that require students to solve a variety of medical mysteries. Students investigate medical careers, vital signs, diagnosis and treatment of diseases, as well as human body systems such as the nervous system. Crime scene (CSI) analysis put the students in the place of real life medical detectives. 

Band- This class is the next step after sixth grade band and is the prerequisite for eighth grade band. Students will continue to develop in the area of music reading skills and in proficiency on their instruments. They will progress to more advanced and interesting music and perform a variety of musical styles. They will present several performances throughout the year and be involved in a band festival trip. Seventh grade band students also have the option of participating in solo & ensemble festival.  (Seventh graders desiring band but with no previous experience are usually placed in a beginning sixth grade band class until they progress to the point that they can join a seventh grade level class.)
Assorted Art - This course is a full year art class that will serve those students who have expressed an interest for a more in-depth, lengthier art class.  This class includes a study of the elements of art and principles of design as well as an introduction to a wide variety of techniques and media.  Examples of these areas are animation, portraiture, clay, relief sculpture, painting, perspective drawing, and art history.

Choir- There are two options for seventh graders. A class that alternates with P.E. and a choir that meets daily. Both choirs will continue learning a variety of styles of music, proper performance techniques and etiquette. A minimum of two concerts will be performed per year – one in late fall and one in spring.  The group that meets daily may be expected to perform more often.  Performances are graded activities since they are an extension of the class. Therefore, students are expected to participate in these performances or will have a make-up assignment to do. Both choirs require uniforms (black pants and white tops OR designated performance shirt). 
Computer Literacy/Technology Career Education - These two classes are each a semester long.  Computer literacy is a computer lab course that covers the fundamentals of computer literacy including graphic design, website development, coding, social media use and app development. Students will learn how to manage their digital lives by learning about safety and security online, personal account management, and basic computer maintenance. (For Technology Career Education see course description above.)
French 1A (Full year) - This course includes an introduction to the French language through the exploration of communication, culture, connections, comparisons and communities within the French-speaking world. Upon completion of the course, students will be able give a description of important aspects of their lives, including school, friends, pastimes, etc. Students will be continually challenged to use their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in French. This class will count for ½ high school credit and will also be factored into each student’s high school grade point average. Successful completion of this class is required for those planning to continue with French IB the following year.  

Spanish 1A (Full year) - This course includes an introduction to the Spanish language through the exploration of communication, culture, connections, comparisons and communities within the Spanish-speaking world. Upon completion of the course, students will be able give a description of important aspects of their lives, including school, friends, pastimes, etc. Students will be continually challenged to use their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in Spanish. This class will count for ½ high school credit and will also be factored into each student’s high school grade point average. Successful completion of this class is required for those planning to continue with Spanish IB the following year.  

Spanish 1B (Full year) – This course is for students that have successfully completed Spanish IA.  Students will continue to improve their speaking, listening, reading and writing as modes of communication in Spanish, while expanding their vocabulary on various high interest themes. This course is required for those planning to continue with Spanish II the following year. It is highly recommended that students take this course consecutively and earn a C- or higher in order to continue to Spanish II.  This class will count for ½ high school credit and will also be factored into each student’s high school grade point average.
Speech/Drama - In the speech component of this course, students will learn the basics of oral communication.  They will then prepare, and present a variety of speeches to the class.  In the drama portion, students will learn about the theater, participate in theater games to develop an awareness of dramatic techniques, and conclude with a production for the school.

Physical Education (Alternates days with choir all year or one semester when paired with Multi-Media.)

Students in this course will continue to develop their cognitive and physical skills as it relates to health education, safety, cardiovascular, muscular, and strength development and endurance through a variety of movement activities to include (but not limited to); aerobics, individual and duel activities (i.e. golf, tennis) team sports (i.e. basketball, football, volleyball, soccer), and physical fitness (i.e. resistance bands, stability balls, step aerobics). All students are welcome regardless of whether or not they took physical education in sixth grade.
Multimedia Production I / Physical Education- (REQUIRED FOR 8TH GRADE Multimedia Production II) – Students will have Multimedia Production I for a semester and physical education for a semester.  In Multimedia Production students will receive instruction in computer programs such as Microsoft Word, Power Point, and Adobe Premiere Elements.  Students will also learn the video production process including storyboarding, camcorder instruction, filming techniques, script writing, video editing, and use of our state of the art studio and control room.  Video projects include a video scavenger hunt, commercials, a music video and other videos as time permits.  In addition students will conduct mock ETV/WTV shows in class to prepare for the eighth grade ETV/WTV course.  Students enrolling in this class must turn in an AUP. [Computer Use Agreement]  This class is required if students plan on taking eighth grade ETV/WTV.

8TH GRADE – ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ART – This full year art class will allow students to expand on their knowledge and appreciation of art, its materials, and techniques. Students will explore the significance of art as it relates to personal experience, culture, and human history.  This art class will allow students to further study the elements of design, as well as the principles that balance and unite these elements to create a good composition.  This exciting program will involve projects such as painting, printmaking, pottery, figure and portraiture drawing, and graphic design.

BAND - This is the most advanced band at the middle school and provides the necessary preparation for being a part of the band program at the high school level. It is a very exciting year including participation in the following activities: presenting a pre-game show with the high school marching band, marching in the Homecoming parade, presenting a special holiday concert, two holiday assemblies before the student body and a spring concert, performing at a band festival and (optionally) solo & ensemble festival, “touring” the elementary schools, and performing at the eighth grade recognition night.  

BUSINESS/MULTI-MEDIA LAB - This year long, computer lab course covers fundamental business principles with an emphasis on entrepreneurship, marketing, financial literacy and project-based learning. Students gain experience in sales, accounting, inventory tracking and purchasing while running the student store. Students work with MS Office, Google Docs, graphic design software and the Stock Market Game to ensure they have the technology and business skills needed to be successful in our increasingly digital world.
CHOIR - Eighth grade choir meets daily.  Students are expected to be more proficient in reading music and learning a larger repertoire of music.  Performance etiquette, both as performer and audience member, is an important aspect of the class.  A variety of styles of music is explored with development of confident part singing.  Sight reading and theory skills continue to be developed in preparation for the high school experience.  Besides the two main concerts (late fall and spring), this choir performs at the two holiday assemblies for the student body, as well as other situations representing the Grand Blanc School District.  Performances are graded activities as they are an extension of the class, therefore students are expected to participate in concerts or have a make-up assignment to do.  Choir members are expected to wear a uniform at performances (black pants and plain white tops OR the specified uniform shirt).  

FRENCH 1B (Full year)-This course is for students that have successfully completed French IA.  Students will continue to improve their speaking, listening, reading and writing as modes of communication in French, while expanding their vocabulary on various high interest themes. This course is required for those planning to continue with French II the following year. It is highly recommended that students take this course consecutively and earn a C- or higher in order to continue to French II.  This class will count for ½ high school credit and will also be factored into each student’s high school grade point average.
SPANISH 1B (Full year)- This course is for students that have successfully completed Spanish IA.  Students will continue to improve their speaking, listening, reading and writing as modes of communication in Spanish, while expanding their vocabulary on various high interest themes. This course is required for those planning to continue with Spanish II the following year. It is highly recommended that students take this course consecutively and earn a C- or higher in order to continue to Spanish II.  This class will count for ½ high school credit and will also be factored into each student’s high school grade point average.

SPANISH II (Full year)- This course is for those who successfully completed Spanish IB in seventh grade. This course is designed to increase students’ use of Spanish, encouraging students to use their prior knowledge coupled with new themes to communicate.  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to discuss activities in the present and past tense and complete relevant tasks in the target language. Communication, culture, connections, comparisons and communities will be the continued focus throughout all units of study.  Completion of this course will allow students the option of entering Spanish III in the high school. 

Prerequisite for Spanish III:  Spanish II with a C- or better or instructor’s approval.  Taking this course consecutively is also highly recommended. This class will count for one full high school credit and will also be factored into each student’s high school grade point average.
INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY LIVING (Home Ec.)- This course is comprehensive and includes topics such as interior design and sewing, child development and parenting, social skills and etiquette, nutrition and food, and consumer education.  Upon completion of this course, the students will gain a better understanding of the management of individual and family life.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – (Meets everyday for the entire year) Students in this course will expand their knowledge and skill development in a variety of team, individual, duel sports; basketball, hockey, volleyball, soccer, Frisbee golf, bowling, golf tennis, badminton, etc. Students will increase personal physical fitness levels through aerobics, yoga, plyometrics, resistance band training, and the use of stability balls.  Students will demonstrate understanding of team play, safety rules, health concepts, improving fitness performance and choosing physical activities which promote personal fitness and wellness. 

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY – Students will explore three different engineering fields.  The Design and Modeling (DM) Unit introduces students to the use of the design process to solve problems and understand the influence that creative and innovative design has on our lives. Students use industry standard 3D modeling software to create a virtual image of their designs.  The Automation and Robotics (AR) Unit traces the history, development, and influence of automation and robotics. They learn about mechanical systems, energy transfer, machine automation and computer control systems. Students use a robust robotics platform to design, build and program a solution to solve an existing problem.  The Science of Technology (ST) Unit students will design and build projects such as no Co2 cars, roller coasters, and a marble maze. Students will also explore solutions to clean up oil spills.

ETV/WTV – (Multimedia Production II) – (STUDENTS MUST HAVE TAKEN MULTIMEDIA PRODUCTION I IN 7th GRADE TO SIGN UP FOR THIS COURSE) – This course introduces students to advanced television production skills.  While using state of the art digital video equipment and computers, students will work on a news team to produce a high quality daily announcement show broadcast live daily.  While working for ETV/WTV, students will investigate stories, gather information, develop scripts, interview people, cover offsite events, and produce their own news program.  Students are expected to be independent workers (self directing), team players, responsible, and able to meet deadlines.  Students may need to put in additional time before or after school on occasion.  Students enrolling in this class must turn in an AUP [Computer Use Agreement] release form.  

 
