	Project Teaching and Learning Guide

	Project: 8th Grade Foundational Social Studies Review: We Want to Write the Rules!

	
	

	Major Product(s) and Presentation 
students need to complete
	Knowledge and Skills Needed by Students

to successfully complete major 
products and presentations
	Scaffolding / Materials / Lessons to be Provided 

by the project teacher, other teachers, experts, 
mentors, community members

	Create a showcase of ideas taking the US from British rule to writing their own Constitution. Students will create posters and will present their information to the class. Presentation mode can vary.
	Day 1. 
Kick Off Event: Give Students the scenario that they are an 18 year old with very strict parents. They have inpossible rules to follow and are expected to work very long hours with no pay In the family business. They have a decision to make - go or stay. Go through the decision making model whole class or small groups. List plus and minus of each decision. 
Tie this situation into the situation that the colonists faced when deciding to declare independence from Britain.

Overview of unit

Learning Target: I know why people leave what they know to start out new.
	
	

	
	Day 2
Put students into 9 small groups. They can choose their topic. Teacher will give short definition of 9 topics. Teacher will give each group their topic research questions. Group will decide how they will further research topics and compile information

Learning Target: I understand what my role will be in researching our topic.
	
	Topics: See F1
Ideas that influenced colonists' decisions to declare independence:

Colonial ideas about government: limited government, republicanism, protecting individual rights and promoting the common good, representative government, natural rights
Experiences with self-government: House of Burgess, town meeting

Changing interactions with the royal government of Great Britain after the French and Indian War

Declaration of Independence, role in expressing:

Colonists' views of government

Their reasons for separating from Great Britain

Consequences of the American Revolution:
Birth of an Independent republican government

Creation of Articles of Confederation

Changing views on freedom and equality

Concerns over distribution of power within governments, between government and the governed, and among people

*See Attached Research Questions



	
	Day 3
Students will research and fill in informational sheets on their topic

Learning Target: I understand my research topic and can tell you what it means. 
	
	Turn in Informational sheets for formative grade

	
	Day 4
Group will decide poster design and presentation mode and will begin to work on both

Learning Target: I know how I am going to present my Information on the poster and how I will present my information in the presentation
	
	

	
	Day 5
Work Day

Learning Target: I will be able to transfer my information to the poster and be able to inform the class on my topic and will be able to any questions that may come up.
	
	

	
	Day 6
Presentation of Posters and Information

Learning Target: I am a good listener and am reviewing the early US thoughts on government
	
	Each student will self- evaluate using the collaboration rubric.
Teacher will evaluate poster and presentation and award each student a grade depending on their representation of the topic. Rubric will be holistic using a 4,3,2,1 rubric with 4 being outstanding and 3 being on target and 2 being missing some key information and 1 missing key Information. Concepts evaluated on:

Content represented on Poster in an interesting manner

Presentation of concept is clear and understandable

Content is correctly presented in presentation

Poster is neat and understandable

	
	
	
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